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532 International Journal of Etkics. 

their artists were to them more than decorative craftsmen or stirrers 
of objectless emotion ; that they were interpreters of life, at har- 
mony with moral effort and religious belief. 

The work is throughout illustrated by well-chosen translations ; 
Mr. Dickinson's own renderings are so good as to make us wish 
for more. 

F. Melian Stawell. 

London. 

Character as seen in Body and Parentage : With Notes on 
Education, Marriage, Change in Character and Morals. Third 
edition. By Furneaux Jordan, F.R.C.S. 8vo. London: Kegan 
Paul, French, Triibner & Co., 1896. Pp. ix., 126, 5 plates. 

Dr. Furneaux Jordan recognises two leading temperaments, — 
" the active and less impassioned," and " the reflective and more 
impassioned." He finds that certain bodily characteristics are 
often correlated with these, and generalizes accordingly. But the 
only method of establishing such correlations is by an extensive 
series of statistics, and this is not the author's method. He sup- 
ports his thesis by individual cases, from Csesar and Cicero to 
Napoleon and Gladstone, and the reader is thus always entertained, 
if he is never convinced. The book abounds in clever insight and 
shrewd sayings, and, though it does not seem to us to prove any- 
thing in particular, it illustrates vividly that "character is not a 
chance collection of miscellaneous fragments," but that "its items 
tend to group themselves in more or less uniform clusters." 

J. Arthur Thomson. 

Edinburgh. 

Genius and Degeneration: A Psychological Study. By Dr. 
William Hirsch. Translated from the second edition of the 
German work. 8vo. London: Heineman, 1897. Pp. vi., 333. 

The purpose of this work is to analyze such terms as Genius and 
Degeneration. The author discusses "the limits of insanity," 
' ' the psychology of genius, " " degeneration, ' ' ' ' secular hysteria, ' ' 
and similar subjects, in a calm scientific way, reaching con- 
clusions which, if they are not novel, impress one with their 
sound reasonableness. It is shown that Nordau and others have 
grossly exaggerated the occurrence of degeneration among civil- 
ized peoples. To write "journalese" is easier than to make a 
careful induction. Dr. Hirsch is no optimist, in the sense at least 



